Philosophy, AI, and Innovation Grad Seminar: 
Autonomy in the Age of Agents

Prof. Philipp Koralus and Brendan McCord

Time: Tuesday 4pm-6pm UK time (additionally Wednesday 20 May: 3pm-4.30pm)
Date: Trinity Term 2026, weeks 1-8 (April 28-June 16)
Location: Mary Sunley Lecture Theatre, St Catherine’s College (exception: Wednesday 20 May, Concert Hall Schwarzman Centre)

Description: The seminar will explore issues at the intersection of philosophy, AI, and technological innovation, co-taught by a philosopher and an entrepreneur. Throughout term, visiting discussants from philosophy and the technology industry will join, including: 

· Jack Clark (co-founder of Anthropic)
· Joe Edelman (Meaning Alignment Institute)
· Herman Cappelen [joint work with John Hawthorne] (HKU)
· Simon Cullen (UNC Chapel Hill)
· Thomas Wolf (co-founder of Hugging Face)

The broad theme will be dimensions of human autonomy in the age of AI agents. The seminar is primarily aimed at philosophy graduate students and computer science graduate students, but participants from other disciplines and undergraduates are welcome. 

The seminar will culminate in a clinic to facilitate grant applications for hands-on independent summer projects on the themes of the seminar (last year, participants secured over £14,000 in awards).

The detailed syllabus and readings will be available here: https://hailab.ox.ac.uk/event/philosophy-ai-and-innovation-seminar/
Prerequisites: please complete this form (HAI Lab Trinity Term Seminar 2026 – Fill in form) no later than 24 April with a (very) brief explanation of your interest in the seminar to apply for a spot. Space is limited to maintain quality of discussion.








Week 1 (28 April) Paradigms for building in service of human autonomy
	
Readings:
1. Koralus, P. (2025). “The Philosophic Turn for AI Agents.” https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11299-025-00326-z


Week 2 (5 May) How to build for human autonomy
Visiting speaker: Vincent Wang (HAI Lab)

Readings:
1. McCord, B., Koralus, P (2026). “Same Radio Different Citizens. On the Economics of Human Formation.” https://blog.cosmos-institute.org/p/same-radio-different-citizens
2. Wang, V. Primer on coding agents for this seminar https://hailab.ox.ac.uk/u/2026/05/Wang-clinic_primer.pdf 


Week 3 (12 May) Beyond freedom and fairness: do AI agents force radical 
changes to the institutional order? 
Visiting speaker: Joe Edelman (Meaning Alignment Institute).

Readings:
1. Edelman, J. (forthcoming). “Value drift in institutions.” https://hailab.ox.ac.uk/u/2026/04/Value-Drift-in-Institutions.2.pdf 
2. Edelman, J. (forthcoming). “Freedom, Fairness, and Fidelity.” https://hailab.ox.ac.uk/u/2026/04/Freedom-Fairness-and-Fidelity.2.pdf
3. https://www.agi-institutions.org


Week 4 (Tuesday 19 May) Free Agents

Readings:
1. McCord, B. “Three working questions on AI and Autonomy.”https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cxEfrf8ckHhvsOhcPSYHM7GAVuAvivCIEVaraBk89cA/

2. Tocqueville, “Democracy in America”, Volume 2, Part 4, Ch. 6, “What Kind of Despotism Democratic Nations Have to Fear”. https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/de-tocqueville/democracy-america/ch43.htm 
	


Wednesday 20 May, Jack Clark (co-founder of Anthropic)
Change is inevitable. Autonomy is not
Sohmen Concert Hall, Schwarzman Centre for the Humanities
Time: 15:00-16:30

Readings:
1. Recursive Self-Improvement https://importai.substack.com/p/import-ai-455-automating-ai-research 
2. Technological Optimism and Appropriate Fear https://importai.substack.com/p/import-ai-431-technological-optimism 


Week 5 (26 May): Using AI agents to facilitate human discussion. 
Visiting speaker Simon Cullen (UNC Chapel Hill)

Readings:
		TBD

Week 6 (2 June): Open Source AI Agents
Visiting speaker Thomas Wolf (co-founder 🤗 Hugging Face)

Readings:
		TBD


Week 7 (9 June): “What is Claude”? The metaphysics of individuation for AI. 
Visiting speaker Herman Cappelen (HKU).

Readings:
Cappelen, H. and Hawthorne, J. (forthcoming). “Individuating AI.”
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PKfipsQx5mEImdN-PrnBOu3t8lOTFN2pRtrUY-u_MgM/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.p1tjmcxe4gn5


Week 8 (16 June): Project Clinic

Structured group discussion for those who plan to submit applications for summer funding. Please email aiethics-hailab@philosophy.ox.ac.uk no later than Wednesday June 10th to secure a 10-minute presentation slot.
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